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TO: The Congregation of Friendship House of Prayer (FHOP) Baptist Church

CC: Cassandra Ford, Interim Pastor

FROM: Jerrell Nixon

SUBJECT: Friendship House of Prayer Baptist Church (FHOP) Community Outreach


Dear Congregation Members:

Season's Greetings! 

I hope you all are doing well. First, let us continue in keeping our former First Lady turned Interim Pastor, Cassandra Ford, and her family in prayer during this holiday season. Pastor David Ford will be missed and we grateful for his leadership and service.

The intention of this e-mail is to offer a proposition, which is to continue to serve our community in this time of need. There are families who are struggling with food and as Christians, we can donate food to less fortunate families to provide hope and love. On December 2nd, News 10 reported food insecurity statewide has risen from 13% prior to the pandemic to 19% currently.

 In our church, most people are supporters of the Michigan State Spartans. Michigan basketball Head Coach Juwan Howard has challenged our community to see which community can donate the most food. MSU Head Basketball Coach Tom Izzo has agreed to assist us with the drive-by food drive. The plan would be to:

· Have members send the Church Clerk their phone number and e-mail to be added to the mass e-mail and auto caller lists.
· Provide an opportunity for members to virtually sign up as volunteers by a specific date for the food drive.
· Have Coach Izzo record a written and voice message from a script created by us to be sent via mass e-mail and auto calls promoting the food drive.
· Post flyers around the city of Lansing to promote the food drive.
· Members are encouraged to donate food.

December 23rd, 2020 is the scheduled date of the food drive. Customers will remain in their vehicles while non-perishable foods are collected from their vehicles. The FHOP’s content creator will record, edit, and post the event to the church’s YouTube page which will include the number of families served and total pounds of food donated. When completed, the Church Clerk will send a mass text to members’ cell phones with the link to watch the event.
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Our moral focus here is responsibility because no one should be without food. Let us discuss how we can develop this idea into a blessing as it is the season of giving. God bless you, stay safe, healthy, and have a Merry Christmas!

“And Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall never hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst.’” John 6:35

Sincerely,
Jerrell Nixon
Jerrell Nixon
Member – Friendship House of Prayer (FHOP) Baptist Church 
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